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60th ANNIVERSARY OF PROFESSOR RNDr. CYRIL VARCEK, CSc.

Prof. RNDr. Cyril Vardéek, CSc. — important representative of the Slovak
economic geology and professor at the Department of Mineral Deposits, Faculty
of Natural Sciences Comenius University in Bratislava celebrated his 60th
anniversary amidst creative activity.

He was born on November 28, 1928 at Horné Stnie in county Trencin. His
father was a worker at a quarry. Having graduated from the State Teachers
Academy at Bdnovce nad Bebravou, he began to study natural sciences and
geography at the Faculty of Natural Sciences, Comenius University in Brati-
slava in 1948. Since the 3rd form he specialized himself to the study of geology.
He finished his university studies at the Faculty of Natural Sciences, Charles
University, Prague in 1952 where, immediately after the termination of his
studies, he was awarded title RNDr. After his return to the Faculty of Geologic-
-Geographical Sciences in Bratislava, where he had been a junior lecturer
already during his studies at the Mineralogic-Petrographic Institute, prof.
Varéek prepaired for his Ph.D. degree under the then associated professor
B. Cambel at the newly founded Department of Mineral Deposits. There
he began, for the first time in Slovakia, giving systematic lectures on economic
geology. In 1959 he defended his thesis “Metallogenic situation of the vicinity
of Roziava in the Spissko-gemerské rudohorie Mts.” In 1961 he submitted his
thesis for associated professor degree “Role of siderite mineralization in the
West Carpathians and its development in time and space” and early in 1963
he became a lecturer of economic geology. After prof. Cambel had tempo-
rarily changed for the Slovak Academy of Sciences, Dr. Var ¢ek became his
deputy and later in 1967 permanent Head of the Department of Mineral De-
posits and Geochemistry of the Faculty of Natural Sciences, Comenius Uni-
versity and remained in his post till the end of 1987. He was appointed professor
in 1973.

Looking at prof. Vardéek's 37-year activity at as well as outside the
University we have to evaluate highly his wide working spectrum. He signi-
ficantly contributed to the education of hundreds of graduates in geology.
of which some 200 directly specialized on economic geology, at present repre-
senting important part of geological staff in basic as well as applied research,
exploration and mining, not only in Slovakia, but also in Bohemia and Moravia.
Many of them were supervised by prof. Varcek by their diploma and later
by M.Sc. and Ph.D. works, others were directed by him as a consultant, reviewer
or opponent of their research reports and publications.

He significantly contributed to the development of Czechoslovak science.
Although born in western Slovakia, since his student years prof. Varéek's
attention was attracted by our most important metallogenic district — Spis-
sko-gemerské rudohorie Mts., mainly vicinity of RoZfava, NiZnd Sland and
Medzev. His diligent work significantly enriched knowledge on mineral
composition of ores and he described numerous minerals previously unknown
in that ore district. He was a pioneer in the introduction of some new methods
in mineral research. His application of paleothérmometric methods in the study
of sphalerites, carbonates, quartz and barite has to be especially highly eva-
luated.
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Scientific abilities of prof. Varéek were proved very clearly in the course
of the preparation and edition of the complex geologic-economic study of the
Spissko-gemerské rudohorie Mts. He worked out the principal chapters of its
part on economic geology and compiled a metallogenic map at a scale of
1 :50000. In his comprehensive work he submitted detailed succession of mine-
ralization and summarized knowledge on the problems of the origin, source,
age and regional zoning of the hydrothermal mineralization. This voluminous
work is a significant contribution to the theory of economic geology, but at
the same time it has great prognostic value in practice — in prospecting and
exploration of our ore deposits.

Because of its extensive theoretical as well as practical experience, prof.
Varcek was destined to coordinate research activities within the main task
of the State plan of basic investigation of mineral deposits in Slovakia. For
many years he investigated problems of metallogenic development of the
whole West Carpathians and since the 1970s he has been extensively involved
in efforts to solve metallogeny of the entire Carpathian mountain range, within
multilateral cooperation of Academies of Sciences in socialist countries as well
within the Carpathian-Balkan Geological Association.

A convincing proof of prof. Varéek's extensive and rich work is his
publishing activity. He published up to 80 original contributions to domestic
as well as foreign proffessional journals and volumes of reports. He was also
engaged in scientific national-acwareness activities. As an active member of
the Socialist Academy of the Slovak Socialist Republic he published several
articles and gave numerous lectures for the wide public. He also designed
installation of the Department of Mineral Deposits at the Slovak Mining
Museum of D. Stiir at Banskd Stiavnica.

Professor Varéek also made a great deal of work in organizing and
guidance of congresses, conferences, symposia, meetings and excursions in Cze-
choslovakia with international participants. The most important of them are
excursions by the 1963 Symposium on Problems of Postmagmatic Minerali-
zation, 1968 International Geological Congress, 10th Congress of the Carpa-
thian-Balkan Geological Association in 1973 and other. He also participated
in similar events abroad where he represented Slovak economic geology. He
visited a number of scientific university institutions and ore districts in the
U.S.S.R., Poland, Rumania, Hungary Bulgary, East and West Germany,
Austria, Great Britain and Canada, which broadened his scope of knowledge
on the formation of ore deposits, research methods and correlation studies.

On this occasion we have to mention also extensive public activities of prof.
Varcek. For 30 years he held various posts in the Slovak Geological Society
of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, for 8 years being its chairman. He is a
member of the IAGOD including its Czechoslovak committee, Czechoslovak
Committee of COFFI. Czechoslovak CBGA Committee for Mineralogy and Geo-
chemistry, Czechoslovak National Geological Committee, Board of Crucial
Directions II. and IV. of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, numerous
professional, pedagogical and qualification commissions, scientific boards and
editorial boards of the Geological Zbornik—Geologica carpathica, Mineralia
slovaca and Acta geologica et geographica Universitatis Comenianae.

Apart from his extensive pedagogical activities, prof. Vardéek held nu-
merous posts in politic and social organizations at the Faculty of Natural
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Sciences, Comenius University. Because
Alma mater awarded him Silver medal
to his persistent efforts to cooperate
institutions in Slovakia, he was awarded

University, KoSsice, Geological Exploration,
plant Rudnany; Technical Museum, Kosice
plant Spisska Nova Ves.

We believe that the 60th jubilee will
our geological, mining and university S0
as an important pedagogue, expert, scien
optimistic man. On the occasion of this

late and wish him an early return to
much private and professional success

economic geology. M. Haber

Translated by L. Bohmer
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