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60th ANNIVERSARY OF PROFESSOR RNDr. CYRIL VARČEK, CSc.

Prof. RNDr. Cyril V a r č e k, CSc. — important representative of the Slovak  
economic geology and professor at the Department of Mineral Deposits, Faculty 
of Natural Sciences Comenius University in Bratislava celebrated his 60th 
anniversary amidst creative activity.

He was born on November 28, 1928 at Horné Sŕnie in county Trenčín. His 
father was a worker at a quarry. Having graduated from the State Teachers 
Academy at Bánovce nad Bebravou, he began to study natural sciences and 
geography at the Faculty of Natural Sciences, Comenius University in Brati­
slava in 1948. Since the 3rd form  he specialized him self to the study of geology. 
He finished his university studies at the Faculty of Natural Sciences, Charles 
University, Prague in 1952 where, immediately after the termination of his 
studies, he was awarded title RNDr. A fter his return to the Faculty of Geologic- 
-Geographical Sciences in Bratislava, where he had been a junior lecturer 
already during his studies at the Mineralogic-Petrographic Institute, prof. 
V a r  č e k  prepaired for his Ph.D. degree under the then associated professor
В. С a m b  e l  at the new ly founded Department of Mineral Deposits. There 
he began, for the first time in Slovakia, giving systematic lectures on economic 
geology. In 1959 he defended his thesis “Metallogenic situation of the vicinity  
of Rožňava in the Spišsko-gemerské rudohorie M ts.” In 1961 he submitted his 
thesis for associated professor degree “Role of siderite mineralization in the 
West Carpathians and its development in time and space” and early in 1963 
he became a lecturer of economic geology. A fter prof. С a m b  e l  had tempo­
rarily changed for the Slovak Academy of Sciences, Dr. V a r  č e k  became his 
deputy and later in 1967 permanent Head of the Department of Mineral De­
posits and Geochemistry of the Faculty of Natural Sciences, Comenius Uni­
versity and remained in his post till the end of 1987. He was appointed professor 
in 1973.

Looking at prof. V a r  č e k ’ s 37-year activity at as well as outside the 
University we have to evaluate highly his wide working spectrum. He signi­
ficantly contributed to the education of hundreds of graduates in geology, 
of which some 200 directly specialized on economic geology, at present repre­
senting important part of geological sta ff in basic as well as applied research, 
exploration and mining, not only in Slovakia, but also in Bohemia and Moravia. 
Many of them  were supervised by prof. V a r č e к by their diploma and later 
by M.Sc. and Ph.D. works, others were directed by him as a consultant, reviewer 
or opponent of their research reports and publications.

He significantly contributed to the development of Czechoslovak science. 
Although born in western Slovakia, since his student years prof. V a r c  ek! s 
attention was attracted by our most important metallogenic district — Spiš­
sko-gemerské rudohorie Mts., mainly vicinity of Rožňava, Nižná Slaná and 
Medzev. His diligent work significantly enriched knowledge on mineral 
composition of ores and he described numerous minerals previously unknow n  
in that ore district. He was a pioneer in the introduction of some new methods 
in mineral research. His application of paleothermometric methods in the study  
of sphalerites, carbonates, quartz and barite has to be especially highly eva­
luated.
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Scientific abilities of prof. V  a r e e k  were proved very clearly in the course 
of the preparation and edition of the complex geologic-economic study of the 
Spišsko-gemerské rudohorie Mts. He worked out the principal chapters of its 
part on economic geology and compiled a metallogenic map at a scale of 
1 : 50 000. In his comprehensive work he subm itted detailed succession of m ine­
ralization and summarized knowledge on the problems of the origin, source, 
age and regional zoning of the hydrothermal mineralization. This voluminous 
work is a significant contribution to the theory of economic geology, but at 
the same time it has great prognostic value in practice — in prospecting and 
exploration of our ore deposits.

Because of its extensive theoretical as well as practical experience, prof. 
V a r č e к was destined to coordinate research activities w ithin the main task 
of the State plan of basic investigation of mineral deposits in Slovakia. For 
many years he investigated problems of metallogenic development of the 
whole West Carpathians and since the 1970s he has been extensively involved 
in efforts to solve metallogeny of the entire Carpathian mountain range, w ithin  
multilateral cooperation of Academies of Sciences in socialist countries as well 
w ithin the Carpathian-Balkan Geological Association.

A  convincing proof of prof. V  a r  č e k ’ s extensive and rich work is his 
publishing activity. He published up to 80 original contributions to domestic 
as well as foreign proffessional journals and volumes of reports. He was also 
engaged m  scientific national-awareness activities. As an active member of 
the Socialist Academy of the Slovak Socialist Republic he published several 
articles and gave numerous lectures for the wide public. He also designed 
installation of the Department of Mineral Deposits at the Slovak Minina 
Museum of D. Stúr at Banská Štiavnica.

Professor V  a r č e к also made a great deal of work in organizing and 
guidance of congresses, conferences, symposia, meetings and excursions in Cze­
choslovakia w ith international participants. The most important of them  are 
excursions by the 1963 Sym posium  on Problems of Postmagmatic Minerali­
zation, 1968 International Geological Congress, 10th Congress of the Carpa- 
thian-Balkan Geological Association in 1973 and other. He also participated 
in similar events abroad where he represented Slovak economic geology. He 
visited a number of scientific university institutions and ore districts in the 
U.S.S.R., Poland, Rumania, Hungary Bulgary, East and West Germany, 
Austria, Great Britain and Canada, which broadened his scope of knowledge 
on the formation of ore deposits, research methods and correlation studies.

On this occasion we have to m ention also extensive public activities of prof. 
V a r č e k .  For 30 years he held various posts in the Slovak Geological Society 
of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, for 8 years being its chairman. He is a 
member of the IAGOD including its Czechoslovak committee, Czechoslovak 
Committee of COFFI. Czechoslovak CBGA Committee for Mineralogy and Geo­
chemistry, Czechoslovak National Geological Committee, Board of Crucial 
Directions II. and IV. of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, numerous 
professional, pedagogical and qualification commissions, scientific boards and 
editorial boards of the Geological Zborník—Geologica carpathica, Mineralia 
slovaca and Acta geologica et geographica Universitatis Comenianae.

Apart from  his extensive pedagogical activities, prof. V a r č e k  held nu­
merous posts in politic and social organizations at the Faculty of Natural
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Sciences, Comenius University. Because
Alm a m ater awarded him Silver medal
to his persistent efforts to cooperate
institutions in Slovakia, he was awarded
University, Košice; Geological Exploration,
plant Rudňany; Technical Museum, Košice
plant Spišská Nová Ves.

We believe that the 60th  jubilee will
our geological, mining and university so
as an important pedagogue, expert, scien
optimistic man. On the occasion of this
late and wish him an early return to
m uch private and professional success

economic geology. M. Haber
T ran s la ted  by  L. B öhm er

LIST OF PU B L ISH E D  W O RK S O F PR O F. RND r. C. VARČEK, CSc. 

VARCCEK  C., 1953: G eologické a p a rag en e tick é  pom ery  s ideritového  ložiska M alý
vrch pri K rásnoho rskom  P o d h rad í. G eol. Sbor. SAV (B ra tislava), IV, 3— 4.

V A R Č EK  C., 1953: P reh ľad  súčasných  m eta logene tických  teo rn  a k la s ifik ác ii a  íc 
k r itic k é  zhodno ten ie  podľa sov ie tskych  geológov. Geol. Sbor. SAV (B ratislava),

V A R Č ER  C., 1954: R udné ložiská. Slov pedag. nak lad ., B ra tis lav a
V ARČEK , C., 1954: Predbežná správa o výskum e m etalogenetických pom erov okolia  

Rožňavy. Geol. Práce, Spr. (Bratislava), 1. , . . v- ľo
V A RČEK , C., 1954: P red b ežn á  sp rá v a  o š tú d iu  sid erito v e j fo rm acie  p ri Rožňave.

Geol. P ráce ’, Spr. (B ra tislava), 1. .
V ARČEK , C., 1955: K o tázke vzn iku  a  ro zš íren ia  a lb itu  n a  s íd en to v y ch  zilach  v okolí

R ožňavy. Geol. P ráce , Spr. (B ra tislava), 4. .
V A R Č EK  C., 1956: P rísp ev o k  k p o zn an iu  m eta logenetických  pom erov  v južn e j časti 

S p išsko-gem erského  ru d o h o ria . Geol. Sbor. SAV (B ratislava), V il, 1—2.
V A R Č EK  C., 1956: Ü ber die g eg en w ärtig en  m e ta llogene tischen  T heorien  u n d  K la sm - 

k a tio n en  un d  deren  k ritisch e  B ew ertu n g  d u rch  sow jetische  G eologen. Z. angew .

V ARČEK , C., 1957: P reh ľad  p a rag en e tick ý ch  pom erov  ru d n ý ch  ložísk G em era. Geol.

V A R Č EK  C. 1958:’ Z dro je  n e ra s tn ý ch  su ro v ín  v k ra jin á c h  soc ia listického  tábo ra .
Čsl. spol. p re  š íren ie  vedec, a polit, poznatkov . N a pom oc lek to rom , B ra tis lav a . 

V A R Č EK  C., 1959: Zum  P ro b lem  d e r re g en e r ie rten  L a g e rs tä tte n  im  S in n e  H. bcnnei 
d e rh ö h n ’s in  den  W estk a rp a ten . Z. angew . Geol. (B erlin), 7 

V ARČEK , C., 1959: M eta logenéza S p išsko -gem erskeho  ru d o h o ria . A c ta  geol. ge g .
U niv. Com en., Geol. (B ra tislava), 2. vv

V ARČEK , C., 1959: P a rag en e tick é  p o m ery  žily M aria  v R ožňave. Geol. P race  к

V ARČEK , C., 1960: N eras tn é  b o h a ts tv o  S lovenska. Čsl. spol. p re  šír. ved. a polit.
poznat. Na pomoc lektorom, B ratislava. . _  w  rrô i
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